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From: <AUDREYD123@aal.com>

To: <e.mang@lagrangetownhall.org>
Sent: Wednesday, July 08, 2002 10:07 AM
Subject: Town Center - written comments

1 appreciate the opportunity to ask questions and offer comments on this project.

Question. What is the need for a hotel in this area? The two hotels or motels in the area-- the one on route44 in Pleasant Valley and the
Edison are both welfare residences now. Do we need to have another hotel built that might also become a welfare residence?
Question. Are the proposed buildings going to have a similiar facade as the Hannaford grocery store? Hannafords is a pleasant store

and it is good to have it in the area but the design is ridiculous. It looks like a movie set and is not at all attractive.
Question. What is the possiblilty of actually having interesting and useful businesses? For example.. a movie theatre or a skating rink or

restaurants other than pizza?

Comment. Iam worried about the traffic conditions near the high school . I am worried that in attempting to make LaGrange into a
‘town' after all these years of it being 'townless’ that it too will look like a movie set and have a pretend look. Towns need history ,they
need to develop over time not be made up. I just hope this project doesnt make more of a mess of the county then we now have to deal

with,
audrey holder

407 freedom road
pleasant valley ny

Looking for love this summer? Find it now on AOL Personals.

7/8/2009




Sept. 22, 2006 ,
JULY 09,2009

- Comments on Proposed Town Cénter

I am not against a Towxi Center in this area, However, the proposed density
is too high. There are several questions to be defined.

Water: -

Is there an ample supply of water to furnish the existing and new residents in
LaGrange? Several other developments are now being proposed In the past
on years when we had minimal rain, water restriction were in place. Many
local residents had their wells run dry. Will this happen to existing homes .
when water is furnished to the town center? The density indicated on the
proposal would require a town water supply. If not constructed now it will
ultimately be required in the future at a much higher cost to the

homeowners.

Sanitation System: -

The density of this project will requlre a sewage system. Septic systems for
“this many structures will ultimately fail and pollute the ground water. Where

will the sewage plant be located? Who will construct them? What will it cost

the residents? In the past the Titusville system failed and had to be

improved. Can this happen here?

Drainage: -

The ground in this area consists mostly of clay and shale; drainage is poor at
best. Storm drains will ultimately run into Sprout Creek. There are parking
lots and roads that will drain into the creek along with road salt and other

pollutants.

Traffic: -

The proposal to make RT 55 a two lane road seems questionable. This road is
a major East West Arterial running from the Mid-Hudson Bridge to RT 22 in
Pawlmg Development in LaGrange and towns to the east seams to indicate
that a minimum of a 4 lane road in this area will ultimately be required.

Have any discussion to determine how the county and state government feel
about this proposal? Without the increase of traffic that will be caused by the
town center development, there is major congestion on RT 55 in this area.




Traffic is increased on the smaller town roads throughout residential areas
causing danger to both drives and pedestrians. Unless a bypass is built, RT
55 should be a 4 lane road from Noxon Road to the Taconic Parkway
Overpass and ultimately to RT 22 in Pawling. Before any construction of the
proposed town center begins a plan to resolve the roads should be in place.
Let’s leave the cars on the present RT 55 and not divert them through old
residential areas.

Increases in services required: ( Taxes)
Based on the number of proposed dwellings additional schools will be

required.

Highway department will require new equipment for snow removal and
additional personnel. Snow cannot be plowed to the side of the road, it must
be removed from the town center.

Fire Department increased to provide fire protection. Possible new
equipment to cover proposed hotel.

Police protection may require LaGrange to form it’s own police department.

Questions: ~
Will dwellings be rentals or owned by residents?

Who will own the Club House and maintain it and other Town Center
Areas?

What are the proposed Stért and Completion “ dates?

Lets build a Town Center and do it to satisfy most of the LaGrange residents
new and existing. We now have as close to a clean piece of paper as we will
ever have. We will all have to make some concessions, the residents and the
builders. If we delay building the infrastructure it will cost ten times more
after the Town Center is in place.

Alfred Mack
301 Lauer Road
Poughkeepsie, NY 12603




Eve and Brian Schnell
125 Stringham Road, Unit #17
LaGrangeville, NY 12540

July 20, 2009

Town of LaGrange

Attn: Eileen Mang, Planning Board
120 Stringham Road
LaGrangeville, NY 12540

Dear Ms. Mang:

‘This letter is to serve as notice expressing our concerns regarding the Town Center
- Project.” The proposal includes building approximately 600 residential homes. . Arlington
Central Schools, especially Arlington High School already has an overcrowding problem. .
With new residence being built comes more families with school age children, and no
where to send them to school without further adding to the over crowding problem. The
proposed solution of building a bigger school is a burden to tax payers. v
Also, with the new residents bring more traffic. The proposed solution is to build
roundabouts on Route 55. Roundabouts would make it difficult and problematic for
firetrucks and emergency vehicles to get through. Route 55 is not conducive to putting in
roundabouts -and would have to be ripped up and reconstructed in order to put them in.
This then increases taxes for the current residence to pay for all this constructlon ‘

. A second prec_e to the Town Center Pro;ect proposallrs to put m add1_t1ona1 -
retail/commercial space and office space. We currently have empty 'spaces that would
accommodate that need at the Freedom Business Center, LaGrange Town Square,
Lexington Park, Taconic Crossings and the new plaza on the corners of Route 82 and
Route 55. We should use what is already in place that is currently vacant, rather than
building new spaces when we cannot fill the ones already constructed.

A third.piece to the Town Center Project proposal is to build civic and recreation space.

We already have that constructed at Stringham Park, Freedom Park, and Tymor Park.
To add more would be wasteful and a burden to the tax payers.

A fourth piece of the proposal is to construct a hotel with a restaurant to seat 100. There

is no-need for such. There is no nearby airport; there are plenty of nearby catering

facilities already in place in Poughkeepsie. As far as hotels, Hudson River Housing, the

+ -Pathway Motel, and 136 Stringham Road could easily function as hotels/motels, but as
there is no need for such, have all turned into Section. 8/welfare housmg This brings

- down the value of our property in LaGrange If the developer is receiving any assistance
from a government agency, . he is required to-use some of that property.for Section 8
housing. Yet another burden to the tax payer. . o IR

There are already plenty of restaurants, housing, recreational spaces and retail spaces
The Hannaford and the upcoming Walgreens will supply the commumty with jobs. If'we



Eve and Brian Schinell
125 Stringham Road, Unit #17
LaGrangeville, NY 12540

fill the currently empty office spaces at Freedom BusinessCehter, LaGrange Town v
Square, Lexington Park, Taconic Crossings and the new plaza on the corners of Route 82
and Route 55, this will create even more jobs. :

- The development of the Town Center Project will drive out current tax payers from

LaGrange. Most people moved here for the quietness and tranquility; not to live ina
built-up, over developed, congested with traffic area. If we wanted to be near a busy, _
more populated area, we would have moved there. We chose to move to LaGrange for its-
farmlands and peacefulness. We will do everything w1thln our power to stop the

N development of the Town Certer Project.

Eve Ruﬁno-Schne and Brian Schnell

4 ~ Cc: Jon WagneﬁTown Superviéor
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CAC comments on Town Center DEIS
August 12, 2009

o Blanding's Turtles

Hudsonia habitat maps indicate the wetland buffer areas in Town Center are typical “Associated
Wetlands” for Blanding’s Turtles. Follow up discussions with Hudsonia indicate that they believe
these turtles to be present at times in this area. The CAC believes that Blanding's Turtles should
be assumed to be present at times in the area of the Town Center and recommends that the
developers implement the mitigation actions that are recommended by Hudsonia. These actions
should include, but not be limited to, grating sizes, signage for vehicular and pedestrian
awareness, and education of residents.

In addition, the developers should have an active dialog with Hudsonia before and during
construction.

The CAC also believes that any proposed changes in road locations or design, particularly
Stringham Road, should include a review of potential impact on Blanding’s Turtles.

» Floodplains

The DEIS describes mitigation actions to recharge the aquifer and route water to wetlands
in different locations than it would flow without this project. It also describes significant
changes to topography, specifically lowering the height of certain knolls. CAC questions
whether these actions, and the significant area of impervious surfaces in the project, may
result in additional flooding of 100-year and 500-year floodplain areas throughout the site.

CAC requests that the developers address these questions.
=« Wetlands

The proposed trails are in wetland buffer areas. Mitigation actions should be taken to
prevent vehicular traffic, e.g. snowmobiles, ATVs, motorbikes, etc. and to limit traffic
on the trails to pedestrians. Any required permits or approvals for trails in wetland
buffers should be obtained from the appropriate agency.

Prominent signage indicating entering Wetland Buffer Area, with usage rules, should
be posted where public or residential areas meet wetland buffers.

= Stormwater

Where possible, pervious alternatives to conventional paved surfaces should be
considered for use. Pervious alternatives might include use of paving stones or
recycled tire paving materials. One example of an area where these alternatives
could be used are the tandem parking areas.

CAC recommends the use of trash racks and receptacles as filters for debris on
stormwater drains. These devices would also be a mitigation action for
preventing access by Blanding's Turtles.

http://mail.google.com/a/lagrangeny.org/?ui=2&ik=848dbacfod&view=att&th=12328cfOfe7e038a&at... 8/17/2009
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« Water Quality

DEC dictates standards for designated trout streams, such as Fly Sprout
Creek, mentioned in Executive Summary 1-12 # 6. The DEIS does not
describe methods for determining if water quality meets these standards
or what action will be taken if it does not, as a result of construction of
Town Center. CAC requests clarification of the proposed testing and
potential mitigation actions.

» Historic

Markers should be placed on the rebuilt Beekman Patent Wall,
describing its historic significance.

»« General

In keeping with the stated design goal of promoting a small
town feel and closeness to shopping and other facilities, the
CAC recommends that the project include additional
provisions to encourage bicycle use. Such provisions could
include specific bike lanes on roadways, separate bicycle
paths throughout the project, and availability of bike racks in
the commercial area.

http://mail.google.com/a/lagrangeny.org/?ui=2&ik=848dbacf6d&view=att&th=12328cfOfe7e038a&kat... 8/17/2009
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Dutchess County
Department of
Planning and
Development

Willinm R. Stcinhwus
County Executive

Roger P. Akeley
Commissioner

Kealy Salomon
Asyigtunl Commissioner

27 High Sireel
Poughkeepsic

New York

12601

(B45) 4R6-3600
Fax (845) 486-3610

Wy Y Ve WV

August 17, 2009

To: Planning Board, Town of LaGrange
Re: Referral: SQ09-312, LaGrange Town Center DEIS Comments
Parcels: 6460-01-422782, 250688, 494643, 440956, 480927, 398951, and
6460-02-553816, 538899; NYS Route 55

The Dutchess County Department of Planning and Development has reviewed the SEQRA
information submitted for this project and has the following comments. We reserve the right
to review this proposal when a complete application is submitted for review under General
Municipal Law Article 12B, Sections 239 1 and m.

Action

The applicants are proposing a mixed-use, pedestrian-friendly Town Center, containing 608
residential units, 136,000 square feet of commercial uses, a hotel, and various civic and
recreational uses on 194 acres in the Town Center Business and Residential zoning districts.

Comments

Our department worked with the Comprehensive Plan Committee in early stages of planning
for the new Town Center, assisted in the development of the Town Center Illustrative Plan,
which was adopted as part of the Comprehensive Plan, and supported the Town Center
concept in various public meetings throughout the process. The Town Center will serve as a
model implementation measure for one of the primary land use recommendations in
Greenway Cornections, that communities identify priority growth areas for a close-knit,
walkable, and transit-friendly mix of commercial, residential, civic, and other uses. The
overall LaGrange Town Center proposal is also consistent with the Town’s Comprehensive
Plan, the Hlustrative Plan, and the adopted zoning for the two Town Center districts. A
generic environmental review under SEQRA has already been completed for the Town
Center as part of the adoption of the plan and zoning amendments in 2003.

Concentrating more development in Town Centers, like the traditional central villages in
nearby towns, can save outlying farmland and the rural countryside, while producing less
pollution, traffic, and local taxes than standard, spread-out suburban development. Without
the Town Center alternative, Route 55 through LaGrange will look more and more like Route
9 South, onie continuous strip of commercial frontages, requiring a car for every move and
slowing traffic through a long string of traffic lights. The Town Center can instead integrate
public buildings and activities, like a Town Hall and central green, with a mix of businesses
in a park-once-and-walk-around setting, thus promoting a stronger sense of community. The
proposed Town Center can be a sustainable, smart growth model for the county and region
with many economic, environmental, and energy benefits, especially compared to recent strip
commercial and residential sprawl development in the area.

Our department will provide more detailed comments on the Town Center to the Planning
Board during the subsequent site plan review stages of the project, but we can make a few
more general comments at this time.

First, we initially preferred to see more of the land at the Todd Hill Road and Lauer Road

<o erdndc ey n fe-rgainiiy prlenaddeve o oo duic lese By us
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edges of the property, beyond the %2-mile walking distance from Route 55, preserved as

woods or open fields and a higher percentage of the housing concentrated toward the center of the
project. However, we also understand that the last official wetland delineation expanded the
unbuildable boundaries well beyond what was originally anticipated. As a result, the currently
proposed layout can be considered a reasonable compromise.

Second, we are concerned that all the proposed housing is to be owner-occupied, with no rentals
and no targeted senior or affordable housing units (pp. II-10, 11). The proposed development does
contain a mix of housing types and sizes, a majority of which are variations of attached housing or
townhouses. However, only the 21 carriage homes are less than 1,175 square feet and just 59 units
are flats on upper floors in 2- or 3-story commercial buildings. We believe a town center should
include a healthy mix of rental housing and smaller apartment unit options for one- and two-person
households, empty-nesters and seniors mixed throughout the area. These are among the fastest
growing demographic groups, which are underserved by the typical 3- or 4-bedroom high-end
housing units built across the county in recent decades. Our department generally supports a 10
percent affordable or work force housing component in large-scale projects.

Third, the traffic analysis states that the project impacts can be handled with or without the
roundabout option. We suggest that the Town and applicants continue to work with the NYS
Department of Transportation to include a planted median through the Town Center with gateway
roundabouts at the east and west ends. Recent before-and-after studies of modern roundabouts
show that they reduced traffic delays by 20 percent and reduced traffic crashes by 75 percent,
compared to previous intersection designs. They also would slow traffic down to pedestrian-scale
speeds, provide a gateway feature at the entry points to the Town Center, and eliminate the need
for three of the four existing traffic signals. For all these reasons the boulevard and roundabout
alternative with a central bus stop should be the preferred plan for the FEIS, rather than the
standard approach of just widening the existing intersections for turning lanes and adding lights.

Finally, there are many positive aspects and public benefits to the proposal that should be at least
mentioned, including the walkable mix of uses in the central section, the main public Town Green,
a number of smaller greens in the residential sections, the sensitive incorporation of the Beekman
Patent Wall into one of the entry streets, the narrow, traffic-calming streetscapes, the protection of
99 percent of the wetlands, the proposed trail system, and the emphasis on good architecture,
sidewalks, and porches, rather than parking lots and front-loaded garages. The incorporation of
civic buildings into the proposed Town Center is also very important. We suggest that the L1bra.ty
be located in the heart of the Town Center as a community anchor destination.

Roger P. Akeley, Commijssioner

Dutchess County Department of Planming and Development
By

Joln/Clarke

Development and Design Coordinator




LAGRANGE FIRE DISTRICT
504 Freedom Plains Road

Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
Business 845-471-4693
Fax 845-452-3349

August 18 2009

Chairman Alan Bell

Town of LaGrange Planning Board
Town of LaGrange Town Hall - By
120 Stringham Road '
LaGrangeville, NY 12540

RE: LaGrange Fire District response to LaGrange Town Center Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS)

Mr. Chairman,

The LaGrange Fire District (LFD) appreciates the opportunity to comment on the LaGrange
Town Center DEIS. It is important to note that the spirit of the comments below are intended to
ensure the LaGrange Fire District continues to be able to deliver the highest quality of Emergency
Fire and Emergency Medical Service to the taxpayers of LaGrange and its visitors. The proposed
scope of work will impact the Fire and Emergency Medical Services operations of the LaGrange Fire
District as defined below, but impacts are not limited to these items only;
1) Project Scope as defined by the DEIS;
a) The project involves at build out potentially
i) 106,378 sq ft of retail / commercial space
iiy 31,133 sq ft of Office Space
i) 43,032 sq ft of Civic center space
iv) 4 story hotel with restaurant that seats up to 100 people (potentially 80,000 Sq ft)
v) 608 owner occupied residences that would house roughly 1,550 residents
vi) A projected increase of the town population of roughly 10%. The 2009 town population is
roughly 14,960. The addition of the town center, independent of any other town growth,
will add potentially another 1,550 residents, as defined above, for a total of 16,510.
vii) Projected additional fire department revenue is $573,271 (2009 Dollars) annually at build
out / full occupancy.
viii)Build out is defined as 10 years
2) Impact areas; ‘
This project has impacts that change the current operations of the LFD. The design point of
the town center is one of mixed use (commercial, retail, recreational and residential) in a high
_density setting. The town center design point has several implications.

i) The town center proposal has a greater ratio of commercial / retail to residential occupancy
then is representative of the current town configuration. This change in ratio drives a larger
number of people in the town on any given day then normal growth in the past has driven.
The LFD is obligated to respond to all of those in need in the town regardiess of whether
they are LaGrange tax payers. The larger number of people at this phase of the project




* cannot be calculated as foot traffic figures do not exist for the retail / commercial and civic -
center component. It is our assumption that call volume will increase at a rate greater than
a function of the increased retail / commercial to residential occupancies ratio.

i) The layout of the Town Center involves high density housing, structures in close proximity,
structures potentially as high as fifty feet, structures with no rear access, narrow streets
and parking for cars on both sides of the street. These characteristics are a significant
change to the operational environment LFD traditionally operates in. The high density and
close proximity of structures coupled with current building practices using light weight truss
construction for roofs and floors as well as the potential building heights drive the need for
an aerial device.

c) Water supply for fire suppression operations = Hvdrant system flow rates and pressure
i) The town center characteristics that drive the need for an aerial device also drive the need

for a hydrant system with adequate flow. LFD fire suppression operations for the majority
of the town of LaGrange dictate a rural fire fighting practice involving water tankers. The
maijority of LaGrange has no central water supply / hydrant system. Current operations
require that we must bring water with us to perform fire suppression operations. The use of
tankers at fire operations requires ingress and egress to allow tankers o move to and from
the fire operation. In the town center, with smaller roads, the ability to drive tankers in and
out of a potential fire operation becomes problematic and a significant fire-ground risk.
Water flow rates in excess of 1800 to 2000 GPM range with adequate pressure greatly

the ability of the LFD to effecti duct fire suppression operations.

i) Placing a fire station near the town center affords many benefits. The Town Center will
drive a greater population density in the center of town. A facility in the center of town
would allow LFD to reduce its response time to areas that will most likely have the highest
emergency call requirement. In addition it would provide for a facility to house the aerial
device mentioned above. A town center location could also allow for the potential to
increase the sharing of services between the Town of LaGrange and LFD and possibly
other potential public entities.

e) Financial Impact
i) The DEIS projected fire depariment revenues are $573,271 annually in 2009 dollars and

will be realized at project build out / full occupancy. The impact items above,

are some items that fall outside of normal town growth and are unique to the town -
center development. There are other areas of concern that need to be addressed with the
LFD as the project proceeds. The items highlighted in yellow drive a greater expense that
is not covered by the projected revenues in the DEIS. We do not agree with the DEIS
position on page /l/l. K-5 that states, the anticipated project generated property taxes to the
LaGrange Fire District are sufficient to compensate for any incremental costs to the
LaGrange Fire District related to this project. The items in yellow need to have other
financial options considered so as to not impact the LFD tax rate for all of the taxpayers of
LaGrange. .

f) Other areas of concern

i) Manpower

i) Facilities

iif) Equipment

Page 2 0f 3

504 Freedom Plains Road  Poughkeepsie, NY 12603
Business 845-471-4693 ® Fax 845-452-3349




iv)- Response time / traffic
v) Construction (light weight truss)
vi) Training
- vij) Limited sprinkler ( High risk -- residential over commercial)
viii)Fire escapes
ix) Road width
x) Offsite foot traffic to town center, pedestrian risk crossing Rt 55
xi) Walls and gates restricting emergency operations
xii) Unknown occupancies and associated hazards.
xiif)Etc.

Summary;

The LaGrange Fire District is interested in the success of this project. Maintaining the highest
level of public safety and service is the primary objective of the LFD, is a public benefit and public
expectation. The scope of the town center project is a change from the normal growth characteristics
seen in the past. We believe these changes drive expenses outside of those associated with normal
development. These changes drive the obvious need for a fire station and aerial device as stated
above. The items listed under “Other areas of concern” may drive additional requirements not yet
defined. As the project unfolds other requirements will evolve that cannot be anticipated at this
phase of the project. Financial solutions other then increasing tax rates need to be considered to
address these needs. The LaGrange Fire District has a very close and productive working
relationship with the LaGrange Town Building Department. We look forward to this continued worklng
relationship on the Town Center as the project proceeds.

Thank you for taking the time to review our response on the DEIS. Should you have any

questions feel free to contact Barry Ward, cell phone 914-475-4211, Office 845-452-4999, email
ifd472@lagrangefd.on ’ -471-4693, home 845-471-6263.

Lid

PO sisi Dok 12 15,0m €18 /09

Barry Ward oseph P Hines

Deputy Chief (Operations) Chairman

LaGrange Fire District LaGrange Fire District Board of Commissioners
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